
 SBPS News 

December in SBPS 

Ho ho ho… December is almost upon us which 
brings the most magical time of the year. Our 

December calendar is jam-packed with lots of festive 
events for the children and families! Please check out 
the dates in this newsletter too keep up to date with 
what is going on and read your Arbor messages 
regularly for updates and further information!

Crazy Creatures Visit Y1 
 

In science lessons, Year 1 have 
been learning about animals and 
their characteristics. They were 
treated to a visit from Crazy 
Creatures where they got the 
chance to hold, lots of different 
animals such as tarantulas, snakes 
and chinchillas while learning lots 
of facts about them! 

Remembrance Day 
 
On Monday 11th November, Captain 
Mark Atkinson visited KS2 to deliver our 
Remembrance Day service while KS1 had 
their own assembly. We were so proud 
of how respectful our children were and we were 
especially proud of our three Year 6 children who spoke 
in front of everyone.  Well done! 

Children In Need 
 
Thank you for all of your 
donations for Children In 
Need this month. The 
children all thoroughly 
enjoyed their ‘Break the 
RulesÕ day organised by the 
Make a Difference 
Committee.  For one day only, we turned a blind eye 
crazy colourful hair, fancy dress costumes and even 
sweets at playtime. Because of your generosity, we 
were able to raise £631 for a worthy cause! Year 5 Residential to York 

 
In November, Year 5 travelled to York for 
their residential. They visited York city 
centre where they visited York Minster, the 
Shambles and walked around the city walls. 
The children even got the opportunity to go 

to the Jorvik centre to learn all about the Vikings. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed their stay at 
the YHA where they played team games and 
built Viking long boats. A very successful and 
busy few days. We certainly had some very 
tired Year 5s (and teachers!) when they 
returned back to school! 

Magic Maths 
 
Last week, a maths magicians 
visited SBPS and put on an 
awesome show for all of the 
children! The children in KS2 also 
took part in workshops where they 
learnt their own maths tricks to 

amaze their parents and families at home!  

Non-Uniform Day 
 
Thank you very much for your kind donations for non-
uniform day today. As always, we are 
overwhelmed by your generosity and 
support to help us raise money for 
school fund. Your donations will be used 
as raffle and tombola prizes for our 
upcoming Christmas market! 

Photo Day 
 
Phototronics will be in school to take school photos of 
all children from pre-school to Year 6 on Monday 2nd 
December. If you would have more than one child and 
they are not taught in the same building, please take 
both children to the junior building at 8:30am if you 

would like a sibling photo. If your 
children are both taught on the same 
site, staff will make ensure sibling photos 
are taken. 



Pantomime in SBPS 
 

Last week, M&M Productions put on a 
spectacular show of Snow White for all 
of our children… and what a show it was! 
There was audience participation from 
the children, wonderful singing and some 
questionable dancing from school staff. 

We are looking forward to welcoming the pantomime 
back to SBPS next year for their production of Robin 
Hood. 

Reading Cafes 
 
It was lovely having our pre-school, 
Reception and KS1 parents join us in school 
for our reading cafes in November.  Thank 
you to everyone who was able to give up 
their time to celebrate the importance of 
reading with our youngest children. 

Christmas Quiz Night 
 
The SBPS quiz night will take place on Monday 2nd 
December at 5pm in the KS2 school hall. We are 
excited to welcome families to join us for an evening 
of fun and games, multiple festive quiz rounds and lots 
of opportunity to win prizes—including a cash prize 

for the winning team! We will also 
be selling food, drinks and 
refreshments so please bring cash 
along if you wish to purchase these. 
There are still tickets remaining on 
the Arbor shop for what we are 
sure will be an enjoyable evening! 

Positive Noticing Day 
 
On Wednesday 13th November, we celebrated Positive 

Noticing Day in school. The children shared 
positive tags about what they liked about 
each other and staff rewarded tags for 
exemplary behavior. A very positive day all 
round! 

Sporting Success! 
 

It has been an exciting month for sport at 
SBPS! Our Year 5/6 football league came 
to a close after 7 weeks and our boysÕ 
team played brilliantly week in and week 
out, making Mr Vasarhelyi, Mr 
Goldsborough and Mr Campbell very proud. 
Every week they showed incredible 
dedication and determination, helping 

them qualify for the champions league. 
Well done, boys!  
 
A team of athletes from Year 6 also 
competed in the Derwentside Sports Hall 
Athletics competition, where they 
competed as a team in running, jumping and 
throwing events. Not only did they show an amazing 
level of sportsmanship, but they also blew the 
competition away with their outstanding athletic ability 
and won the whole competition, bringing gold medals 
back to Shotley! 

 
And finally, our Y6 basketball team 
competed in a basketball tournament 
last week where they won every 
game except one! They came third 
overall in the competition! 

Christmas Market 
 
We are excited for you to join us for our Christmas 
Market on Wednesday 11th December. The market will 
now take place in the junior building from 2:30pm. 
KS2 will walk up to the infant building during the 
afternoon and ALL children are to be picked up from 
the infant building from 2:15pm.  
There will be lots of stalls and games for you to join in 
with; there will be raffles, tombolas, face painting, 
SantaÕs grotto, food and drinks, games and more! 
There will also be local businesses selling their 
products so you will have the 
opportunity to do some Christmas 
shopping!  
If you have a small business and would 
be interesting in having a table at the 
market, please email the school office! 

OPAL Update... 
 
We have now entered 
the next phase of our 
OPAL (outdoor play and 
learning) project! The 
development of play in 
the outdoor area is well 
underway and we are 
now reaching out to 
parents and our local 
community to let you 
know how you can help 
us! 
 
Please turn over to find 
out more... 





Fundraising in Shotley Bridge Primary School 

Throughout the year, we have a number of different fundraising events that take place in school  
(such as the summer fair, bingo night and the Christmas market) that set out to raise money for 
‘school fundÕ. Recently some very generous local businesses have approached us to offer support to 
school by purchasing items for us. During last monthÕs PTA meeting, we agreed it would be a fantastic 
idea to share with parents and carers what our fundraising efforts are in aid of. Here is some of our 
most recent fundraising wishlist… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we reach our fundraising goals, we will share with you the items that have been purchased through 
your donations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fundraising wish list may grow or change as we respond to the needs of the children in school. If 
you have any items at home which you would like to donate, we would welcome loved second hand items 
too!

What?: Sand 

Why? Refill sandpits 

How much? £2,300 

What?: Fairy Lights 

Why? Well-being areas 

How much? £10 each 

What?: Bean Bags 

Why? Classrooms 

How much? £100 each 

What? Small sofas 

Why? KS2 entrance 

How much? £300 each 

What?:  Water Tray 

Why? Pre-School 

How much? £190 

Purchased  
Using funds raised at Summer Fair 

— Thank you! 

What?: Playground Toys 

Why? KS1/KS2 Yard 

How much? £400 

What?: Backdrop for Performances 

Why? KS2 Musical Theatre 
Club 

What?: Large Storage Boxes 

Why? OPAL 

How much? £120 

What?:  Waterproof Clothing 

Why? OPAL 

How much? £1000 

What?: Outdoor Shed 

Why? OPAL 

How much? £2000 

What?: Welly Storage 

Why? OPAL 

How much? £15,000 

What?:  Scooters 

Why? OPAL 

How much? £1000 

What?: Outdoor Tuft Tray 

Why? Pre-School 

How much? £150 



                    December 

 

Monday 2nd   Phototronics in School—all children to have 

    photo taken 

    Christmas Quiz Night     5:00-7:00pm in KS2 Hall 

Wednesday 4th  Y4 Trip to the Synagogue 

Thursday 5th  Brass band performance for parents of children 

    who 

Friday 11th    Rocksteady Performances for parents of bands 9:00am in KS2 hall 

Wednesday  11th  SBPS Christmas Market     3:00-4:30pm  

Thursday 12th  Christmas Dinner Day—all children welcome to  

    wear a Christmas jumper/headwear 

Monday 16th  Reception Nativity      9:30-10:30am 

    Y3/4 Christmas Performance    2:00-3:00pm at St CuthbertÕs  

            Church 

Tuesday 17th  Y1/2 Christmas Performance     9:30-10:30am for Y1 parents  
            only 

    Y5/6 Christmas Performance    2:00-3:00pm at St CuthbertÕs  

            Church 

Wednesday 18th  Y1/2 Christmas Performance     9:30-10:30am for Y2 parents  
             only 

    Pre-School and Reception Christmas Party 

    Year 5/6 Christmas Party 

Thursday 19th  Pre-School Christmas Singalong    9:30-10:00am 

    Year 1/2 Christmas Party 

    Year 3/4 Christmas Party 

    Year 6 Visit to Victoria Tunnel and the Baltic 

Friday 20th   Break up for Christmas holidays 

                    January 

 

Monday 6th   Back to school 

Monday 13th  Y5/6 Trip to Rajkot, India 

Wednesday 15th  Class 8 Team Building and Problem Solving PE   Details to follow 

    Festival 

Tuesday 21st  KS2 Swimming Gala      Details to follow 



  March 

 

Monday 3rd   Back to school 

Wednesday 5th  SEND Review meetings 

Thursday 6th   World Book Day 

Friday 14th   Comic Relief 

Wednesday 26th  Year 3 Egyptian workshop in school 

    Year 5 Mayan workshop in school 

Friday 28th   Special ladiesÕ afternoon    KS2 - 1:30-2:15pm 

            Preschool/YR/KS1 - 2:30-3:15pm 

                    February 

 

Monday 3rd   ChildrenÕs Mental Health Week 

Wednesday 12th  ValentineÕs Disco      3:30-4:30pm 

Monday 17th   ParentsÕ Evening 1     

Tuesday 18th   ParentsÕ Evening 2 

Friday 21st   Sponsored walk to raise money for School 

    Fund 

    Break up for half-term holidays 

  April 

 

Friday 4th   Reception trip to  Forest Adventurers 

Tuesday 8th Year 1 trip to Beamish 

Friday 11th   Break up for Easter Holidays 

Monday 28th Back to school 


