
 

 

 

 

History at Shotley Bridge Primary School 

 

R
e
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n 

 Autumn Spring Summer 
Topic Marvellous Me 

 

Similarities and 

Differences 

My Journey People who help us The Farm Our Wonderful World 

Prior Learning 

 

 

   

ELG  

Intended Learning Marvellous me- My past, past events, how I’ve changed, 

developing an understanding of the passing of time. 

Compare and contrast characters from stories, including those 

from the past. Develop an understanding of the past through 

stories and images. 

 

To discuss past events  

To discuss and compare common interests 

Key Vocabulary A long time ago, Same /different, changes, people, lives, history A long time ago, Same /different, changes, people, lives, history 

 

A long time ago, Same /different, changes, people, lives, history 

 

 

 

Y
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 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic 

 
What has happened around me since I was born? How has my local area changed within living 

memory? 

 

Who has helped make History? Why do we remember 

Grace Darling?  

Prior Learning 

 

 

 

To know about the passing of time, what came before and 

after. 

 

  

National 

Curriculum 

Objectives 

NC ref: changes within living memory 

  

To have a develop their sense of chronology  

To develop knowledge of the very recent past 

To begin use of common words related to the passing of time 

To ask and answer simple questions.  

 

NC Ref: changes within living memory, places in locality  

 

To use primary sources, comparing to find similarity and difference, 

To develop chronology, beginning to explain change and continuity.  

 

NC ref: Significant individuals in the past, local significant individuals  

 

To use historical interpretations. 

To understand chronology over a longer period.  

To begin to think about historical significance.  

 

Intended Learning 1. To know about my history and to be able to find out what else 
was happening at the time of my birth. 
To understand past, present and chronology. To 

sequence photographs of myself on a timeline from 

earliest to latest. 
2. To know who was here before me? (Extending the chronology 

back 50 years) 
To understand that photographs and memories are sources. To 

compare similarities and differences in collective memory by 

identifying food, clothing and activities in photographs of my 

class.  

3. To interview and gather information from an interview. 
To understand and compare changes and continuity in 

family life from 50 years ago to present day. 

4. To know what has been happening in the world since I 

was born. 

To know what homes were like before I was born. 

To know how houses and homes have changed. 

To know what my town/ village looked like before I was born.  

We’re going on a History Hunt – what will we find?  

To talk about and record, what we find out on our history hunt. 
 

To discover who our local mystery person is? 

 (Grace Darling) 

To know what Grace did and what made her actions so special. 

To know what life was like for Grace. 

To know about Grace’s actions and how do we know all about them if 

they happened so long ago. 

To learn about how sea rescue improved after her heroic act. 

(beginning to look at consequences) 
 



To understand that history and memory are subjective by 

comparing different versions of the same events in 

Reception. 

5. To understand the change and continuity of life over 

the last 50 years by interviewing someone. 

6. To know what Christmas was like in the past. 

To compare the change and continuity Christmas of our 

parents to present day. 
 

Key Vocabulary The past, clues, Timeline, Date, Before, After, Memory, 

Photograph, Story, Source, Interview  

 

Past, present day, timeline, earliest, latest, living memory, 

change and continuity (oppose to similarities and differences) 
 

Chimney, roof, tile, thatch, brick, stone, materials, design, 

modern, Sixties, Fifties, century, decade, technology, home, 

house, bungalow, flats  

 

 

Victorian, Individual, effect, change. Author, rural, birth certificate, 

Farne Island, home, work, farming, conservation 
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 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic What transportational inventions have changed 

from my living memory? 

Why are some places special? All change? Holidays now and then  

 

Prior Learning    

National 

Curriculum 

Objectives 

NC ref: events beyond living memory that are significant globally or 

nationally  

 

To develop a sense of chronology over longer timeframe 

To compare events 

To begin to know about significance.  

 

NC ref: Significant places in own locality  - Shotley Bridge 

 

To begin to think about historical significance. 

To use primary sources to gather ideas. 

 

NC ref: Changes within living memory and beyond. Significant places in our 

own locality.  

 

To identify and write about change and its causes.  

To form an interpretation using primary sources  

 

Intended Learning To think about, what would be the ‘first evers…’ to know about 

and know when these amazing events happened. 

To know about the first ever flight. 

To know about the invention of the tram 

To know about the invention of the car 

To know about the invention of the steam train 

To know what people built before I was born and to know where 

these important places are. 

To know why these places are important. 

To know what makes Shotley Bridge special. 

Going on a local history hunt …  what will we find? 

To know what happened here in Shotley Bridge in 1905. 
 

To think about what makes the perfect holiday. 

To know what holidays were like in the 1950s. 

To know what Victorians, do on holiday. 

To know what has changed and stayed the same. 

To know what stands out about holidays from the past. 

 

Key Vocabulary Century, Inventor, invention, 
 significant 
 

Timeline, Place, Century, Years, Decades, Long age, Recent, 

Church, Cathedral, Castle, Mine, Sword makers 

 

Holiday, Bank holiday, Leisure, Coast, Transport/ travel, Victorian/ 

Edwardian, 1950s, Past, present  
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 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic Stone age to Iron Age  The Egyptians including the 4 ancient valleys The Greeks 

 
Prior Learning    

National 

Curriculum 

Objectives 

NC ref:  Changes in Britain Stone Age to Iron Age  

 

To know about the buildings and technology in earliest settlements 

To know key features of an era, chronology (sequence and duration) 

changing over time  

To use artefacts as primary sources, and the awareness of 

representations.  

 

 NC ref:  Achievements of earliest civilisations - Ancient Egypt  

To know key features of early civilisation. 

To continue developing my chronology (sequence, duration and 

contemporaneous development) 

NC Ref: Ancient Greece; achievements and influence  

 

To continue developing a sense of chronology. , 

To identify key features and individuals of ancient civilisation. 

To identify the consequences of the ancient civilisation. 



To know and refer to causation. 

To use primary sources (supported inferences)  

 

To identify the significance (legacy) use of primary sources and use of 

written interpretations. Focus upon democracy not Olympics.  

Intended Learning To know who lived in Britain before me. 

To know about the first people who lived on our islands. 

To know what happened when Britain warmed up. (The 

Mesolithic 10,500 BC – 4000 BC)  

To know what the mystery was buried in the sand  

To know what was so important about the Bronze Age. (2400 BC 

- 800 BC) 

To know why Stonehenge is a special place in Bronze Age 

Britain. 

  

 

To know what daily life was like for an Egyptian. 

To know why the Egyptians built pyramids. (Focus on causation) 

To know what was at the heart of the Egyptians. 

To discover how we know so much about the Ancient Egyptians.  

To discover what Howard Carter found. 

 

 

 
 

To know when the Ancient Greeks were powerful? 

To know what daily life was like in Ancient Athens 

To know who made the big decisions in ancient Athens 

To know what new ideas the Ancient Greeks had and why we still use 

so many of them. 

History investigation – Alexander the Great 

 

Key Vocabulary Stone Age, Iron Age, century, Britain, ancestors, flint, stone, 

Mesolithic, monument, Stonehenge, farming, metal, Bronze Age, 

Celts 

 

 

 

 

 

Settlement, city, civilisation, buildings, jobs, bronze age, iron 

age, belief, building, technology, Pharaoh, ruler, farming, 

artefact, hieroglyph, Nile 

 

Europe, Mediterranean, democracy, archaeology, pottery, evidence, 

ancient, modern, invasion, trade. Persian Empire, conflict 
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 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic What was the Roman Empire and what did it 

include? 

How did the Roman Empire impact Britain and our 

area? 

How did the Anglo-Saxon and Scot settlement impact 

Britain?  
Prior Learning Year 3 Geog- To reference local area and counties.  To extend their chronological knowledge beyond their previous 

study of the Stone Age/ Iron Age or other earlier civilisations 

To build on earlier learning about early Britain and especially units on Roman 

invasion and settlement.  

 

To link geographical knowledge of the UK and Europe from Y3 

National 

Curriculum 

Objectives 

NC ref: A Local history study   

 

To identify key features of Roman army and British campaign 

chronology, 

To understand causation and consequence 

To use information texts and representations of the past 

NC ref: The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  

 

To identify key features of a global empire. 

To identify similarities and differences of experiences within the period 

(rich/poor, men/women/child, slave/ free)  

To use of primary sources – supported inference and lines of enquiry  

NC ref: Britain’s settlement by the Anglo Saxons and Scots  

 

To identify key features of Anglo Saxon Britain,  

To identify consequences and significance.  

To use information texts and historian’s interpretations.  

Intended Learning To understand who the Ancient Romans were and where they 

came from 

How did they create a Roman Empire? 

Explore the Roman army and its invasion 

To explore Roman society 

To explore Roman entertainment 

 

To investigate who was here before the Romans 

Boudicca-The Celtic Warrior! 

Why did the Romans want to settle in Britain? 

To know what happened when the Romans finally conquered 

Britain. 

What made the Romans leave? 

Who invaded after the Romans left and what happened next? 

To investigate the findings of Sutton Hoo 

Anglo-Saxon findings 

To investigate Anglo-Saxon society 

To investigate housing and settlement 

To know who the Anglo-Saxon's enemies were (not compulsory) 

 

 



Key Vocabulary 

 

Empire, Julius Caesar, Emperor Claudius, Hadrian’s Wall, villa, 

temple, Invasion – legionary, soldier, auxiliary weapon, Ancient 

Rome, Britannia (land of tin), Ancient Briton, Celt, fort, 

roundhouse, Archaeology   

  

 
 

 

Roman Empire, archaeology, artefact, reconstruction, villa, 

amphitheatre, hypocausts, aqueducts  

 
 

 

Empire, legion, tribe, king, kingdom, Danelaw, Vortigern, Offa, 

Alfred, Viking, law and order, laws, fines, Saxon, Jute, Angle, Sutton 

Hoo 
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 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic What was the Anglo-Saxon and Viking’s struggle 

for the Kingdom of England? 

 

How did the Mayan’s contrast with the Ango-

Saxons and the Vikings? 

Who was Tommy Armstrong?  

Stanley Pitt disaster  

Prior Learning To extend their chronological knowledge beyond their previous 

study of the Anglo Saxons 

  

National 

Curriculum 

Objectives 

NC Ref: The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for England to 1066  

 

To develop chronology. 

To identify key features. 

To make a supported judgement.  

To use primary sources to test an interpretation.   

 

NC ref: non-European society that provides contrast to British history  

 

To develop terminology of periods. 

To identify key features of a contrasting society and its development. 

To identify similarities and differences to Britain in c.1000,  

To identify key points in historical interpretations.  

 

NC ref: local history study - mining in County Durham. 

 

To use the historic local environment to further enquiry skills, 

To develop chronological range. To use primary sources such as maps, census, 

buildings and photographs. 

To explore mining in County Durham/ mining history. 

To know what happened in Trimdon Grange-explosion, song 

 

 

Intended Learning To explore what Britain was like before the first Viking 
Viking society 
To explore Viking daily life. 
To find out why King Alfred was known as Alfred the Great. 
To know how recent excavations have changed our view of the 
Vikings. 

 

This topic must contrast as stated in NC 

To know who has shaped our world’s history. 

To know who was making history around the world in the year 

1000. 

To know who the Mayans were. 

Destination Chiten Itzi – To know what we can find out from the 

famous Maya city. 

To know how similar the Maya were to the Anglo Saxons. 

To know why the Mayans vanished and what happened after they 

‘disappeared’. 

 

To explore our village and share what we found. 
To explore how our village has changed. 
To know who Tommy Armstrong was and what his town was like. 
To know what life was like for mining children. 
To know why mining was so important in County Durham. 

 

Key Vocabulary Viking, Raider, Invasion (don’t cover the battles, this is YR7) 

Conquer, Lindisfarne, Celts, Romans, Anglo-Saxons Pagan 

Danelaw, Longboat, Longhouse 

 

 

Civilisation, Maya, Mayan, century, millenium, continent, BC/ AD 

or BCE/ CE, civilisation, Empire, temple, plaza  

 

 

Historic building, architecture, feature, mine, miner, locality, 
community. Lever, trapper, child worker, Coal bunker, disaster. 
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 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic Britain at War: The Home Front 1939-45 Has life got better for children in Britain? Why was England invaded so often? 

Prior Learning   

Britain in 1939-45 

 

 
The Celtic Tribes 

Roman invasion 



Vikings 

National 

Curriculum 

Objectives 

NC ref:  a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 

pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

Focus: to develop their chronological understanding  

take the form of an overview of a theme across time 

 

NC ref:  a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 

pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

Focus: to develop their chronological understanding  

take the form of an overview of a theme across time 

 

NC ref:  non-European society that provides contrast to British history  

Focus:  develop chronological understanding and an awareness of the key 

features of differing periods in the past, use dates and key terms as 

appropriate. 

ask questions about sources, suggest new lines of enquiry and make 

supported inference. 

Intended Learning 1.To know why Britain had to go to war in 1939. 

2.To know why it was necessary for children to be evacuated 

and what evacuation was like. 

3.To know how Britain was able to stand firm against the 

German threat. 

4.To know how people managed to carry on normal life during 

the war and how do we know this. 

5.To know why it was so difficult to be sure what life on the 

home front was really like and how individual families were 

affected by the war. 

1.To know what the advantages and disadvantages of being child 

in Britain today. 

2To know how play has changed for children since 1500. 

3.To know why children worked and how this change. (x2) 

4.To know how life has got better for children over the past 500 

years 

1.To know who raided and invaded the UK. 

2 and 3.The Battles for England –To know what happened when the 

Viking long ships arrived. (x2) 

4.To know why the Scots were so dangerous. 

5.To know why the Normans invaded in 1066. 

6.To know why England was invaded so often. 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary Conflict, war, evacuation, citizenship, utility, area, identify, 

source, consequences, memorial, chronology. Home Guard Battle 

of Britain Blitz Evacuation Rationing Fire service Air-raid 

shelters 

 

 

 

 

Disadvantages, advantages, Technology, decades, rationing, 

evacuees, gas drills, chimney sweeps, factories 

 

 Celts, Romans, Anglo-Saxons, invade, conquer, Picts, Kingdoms, 

Battle of Hastings.  

  

 

 


